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Fifth International Conference on Climate Services
28 February - 2 March, 2017 | Cape Town, South Africa

Call for abstracts
We invite abstracts for:
1) Sessions- abstracts should be no longer than 300 words and on the
following themes:
• Lessons learned: failures & successes of climate services
• What are effective climate services?
• Climate services evaluation
• Climate services business models
• Local knowledge for local action
• User involvement in climate services
• What constitutes information?
• What is learned from co-development & co-production approaches
2) Posters- same details as the sessions abstracts
3) We also invite participants to help shape the Market Place session
and welcome contributions of new and exciting formats for Climate
Services, whether that be new tools, products, platforms, means of
communication, educational methods or games, to business models.
Deadline: 6th January 2017
Send to: abstracts-iccs5@hzg.de

ICCS 5
The ICCS 5 will take place in Cape Town, South Africa.
It is being organised by the Climate Service Partnership
(CSP), managed from the Secretariat based between
the Climate Service Center Germany (GERICS) and the
International Research Institute for Climate and Society
(IRI), at the Earth Institute at Columbia University, and
hosted by the University of Cape Town; Climate System
Analysis Group (CSAG).
The conference will focus on the highly complementary
topics of innovation in climate services to address the
evolving information needs, and on the requisite
capacity building in order to support the growth of
responsible and effective climate services. ICCS5 will
include particular focus on activities and persistent
challenges in Africa and developing nations in general.

Capacity building and innovation
As climate change and impacts of extreme events
become more of a reality in people’s everyday lives
across the globe, and as these gain greater attention
in the political and policy spheres, the demand for
climate services is growing worldwide. In turn,
climate services initiatives have also grown
signiﬁcantly recent years. As of the COP21 held in
Paris, 34% of African country INDCs included some
aspect of climate services. Globally 21% of INDCs
that addressed adaptation included some aspect of
climate services. Despite these advancements, the
ﬁgures show there is still much to be done to help
climate services capabilities expand and reach the
communities and decision makers that need them.
Climate services are still a maturing concept, and
much remains to be learned regarding the design,
development, and effective use of climate services.
These considerations motivate a focus on innovation
in the development of practice and product, and of
capacity building and forging connections to
support the requisite growth. The outcomes of these
dual foci will help to illuminate pathways toward
more robust decision making, policy, and risk
management in the short, medium and long terms.
The timing of this event is key, with the birth of the
new generation of Sustainable Development Goals
having high importance in Africa, the scoping of
IPCC’s AR6, and the evolving foci of new initiatives.
For sustainability to be realised, capacity building
and innovation in the context of maturing the
intellectual understanding is absolutely crucial.

Climate Services Partnership
The Climate Services Partnership (CSP) is a platform for knowledge sharing and collaboration aimed at promoting resilience
and advancing climate service capabilities worldwide. It is an informal, interdisciplinary network of climate information users,
providers, donors and researchers who share an interest in climate services and are actively involved in the climate services
community. Members of the CSP recognise that their collaborative efforts have the potential to exceed those of any single
institution acting alone.

